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The story of the expansion to the Pacific is a 
tale of pioneering and exploration. Until the turn of 
the nineteenth century, few Americans had ventured into 
this region. Meriwether Lewis and William Clark led 
exploration as they followed the waters of the upper 
Missouri and the Columbia to the Pacific Ocean in 1805, 
John Jacob Astor in 1811 tried to occupy the coast with 
trading posts, and finally Nathaniel Jarvis Wyeth in 
1832 attempted to start a fur and salmon industry in 
the southern tributaries of the Columbia River. This 
paper will examine one of these earliest explorers, 
Nathaniel Wyeth, whose expeditions helped to open the 
Pacific Northwest to American settlers. 
In 1821 the North West and the Hudson's Bay 
Companies consolidated and in 1825 established head-
quarters at Fort Vancouver with Doctor John McLaughlin 
acting as Chief Factor west of the Rocky Mountains. 
Hence, control over the territory neighboring the Colum-
bia River was firmly secured by the Hudson's Bay Company. 
Until 1832 Americans challenged the British only at ir-
regular intervals, usually by bringing ships into the 
harbors and inlets along the coast in ord.er to trade with 
the Indians. 
The ten year Joint Occupation Treaty enacted in 
1818 by the British and the Americans resulted in almost 
1 
exclusive British occupation of Oregon. In 1828 when the 
treaty terminated, both countries agreed to let the joint 
occupation continue for an indefinite period of time. The 
British were not willing to relinquish any land because of 
superior control and the Americans were inclined to let 
matters rest until they had instituted more permanent 
claims to the territory. 
Hall J. Kelley, organizer of the Boston Coloni-
zation Society, in 1815, became an enthusiast for saving 
Oregon through colonization. Kelley stirred public opinion 
and in 1828 decided an overland expedition to Oregon was 
necessary to begin the foundation of a new state. These 
ambitions of Kelley excited Nathaniel Wyeth's interest to 
become a part of the movement to Oregon. Wyeth was aware 
of several Boston families that had grown wealthy in fur 
trade on the Pacific coast and these influences stimulated 
him in his economic efforts. Wyeth proposed to trade furs 
with the Indiana and independent American trappers, and to 
occupy the area south of the Columbia, so as not to inter-
fere with the Hudson's Bay Company. He intended to induce 
permanent settlement and then when joint occupation ended, 
the Hudson's Bay Company and his trading concern would 
share control and possession of the region. 
In Wyeth's two adventures to the Pacific coast 
he failed to create a trading enterprise because of 11 bad 
luck11 and the strength and determ_ination of the Hudson's 
Bay Company. His efforts to establish a fishing trade 
2 
also failed, but he did lay the foundation for the salmon 
industry in the Pacific Northwest. He began a farm in 
the Willamette valley as a home for his family, whom he 
intended to bring from Boston to Oregon when his company 
succeeded. Misfortunes prevailed and Wyeth's vain attempts 
to create a trading enterprise were unsuccessful. 
Although these ventures failed, this writer 
believes that Wyeth was responsible for the settlement 
of the Willamette valley and the Oregon country by 
Americans, and for the movement of wagons across America 
by pioneers intent on settling the rich North Pacific 
coast. The question of which person or enterprise was 
responsible for Americans colonizing in the Oregon 
country can not be precisely answered, but the importance 
of Wyeth's expeditions led directly to settlement--both 
by his men and those that followed. 
3 
CHAPTER I 
NATHANIEL WYETH'S FIRST EXPEDITION 
Nathaniel Jarvis Wyeth, native of Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, was twenty-nine years old when he first 
decided to set out on an overland expedition to Oregon. 
The forces that compelled him to leave behind wealth 
gained through farming during the summer and putting-
down of ice in the winter, are the same forces that have 
driven man to explore the unknown since the beginning 
of time. Concern for his wife was intense, as be left 
her ample support and depended upon friends to furnish 
the means of doing business in the Oregon country. His 
expedition to Oregon was for economic gain, but Wyeth 
earnestly hoped " •.• that something should be done as an 
inducement ror Americans generally to go out to that 
Country in order to form a preponderating interest there 
to counteract that of the British already established. 111 
Wyeth endeavored to establish a system of com-
mercial intercourse between the eastern United States and 
the area of the Columbia, to which th~ general name of 
Oregon began to be universally applied by the Americans 
1F. G. Young, ed., Sources of the History of 
Oreg~; The Correspondence and Journals of Captain 
Nathaniel J. (yeth, 1831-6 (Eugene: University Press, 
1899), 155~ Hereafter cited as: Young, Sources of Wyeth) 
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in the early nineteenth century. Wyeth's plan of 1832 
was much like that of Astor's of 1811; send goods to the 
Pacific overland across the continent of the United States 
and by the Cape Horn route, then trade in furs and salmon, 
and later expand to China. 2 
Much of Nathaniel Wyeth's early enthusiasm about 
the West came from a Boston school teacher, Hall J. Kelley, 
who was interested in colonization of the West.3 Kelley 
organized the "Oregon Colonization Soc1ety11 in 1821 and 
planned to set out on an overland expedition to Oregon in 
the spring of 1832. Kel~ey continually wrote of the mag-
nificence of the Pacific coast, and these writings awakened 
Wyeth's interest. The flaming words of Kelley's so fired 
the mind of Wyeth that it was necessary for him to risk 
his eastern comforts for the dangers and insecurities that 
were to lie ahead in the West. 4 
Wyeth lost interest in Kelley's organization when 
he learned that it would inc lud.e women and children. 5 
Wyeth believed the two thousand mile journey across the 
2James G. Swan, The Northwest Coast (Fairfield, 
Washington: Ye Galleon Press, 1966), p. 234. 
3Ph111p Henry Overmeyer, "Nathaniel Jarvis Wyeth," 
The Washington Historical Quarterly, XXIV, No. I, 28-29. 
4Hubert Howe Bancroft, History of 1he North West 
Coast, 1800-1846, XXVIII, II, (San Francisco: A. L. 
Bancroft and Company, 1884), 557-58. 
~elvin Olay Jacobs, Winning Oregon (Caldwell, 
Idaho: The Caxton Printers, Ltd., 1938), p. 22. 
5 
wilderness too great an ordeal for women and children, 
especially on the first expedition. More than enthusiasm 
was necessary for a trip to Oregon and Wyeth withdrew 
from Kelley's company.6 Wyeth was not bothered by the 
separation from Kelley's party, as the proposal to incor-
porate the companies was merely for the sake of strength 
in union. One basic difference was apparent, Kelley's 
plan was for colonization and Wyeth's plan for a commer-
cial venture. A secondary objective of Wyeth's mission 
was to colonize the Oregon country, though the primary 
object was profit from trade.7 
6 
Wyeth realized that the American activities beyond 
the Rockies were minimal, and knew that the British had 
several established posts with complete control of the land 
around the Columbia. Wyeth became even more enthused about 
his endeavor to the Pacific when a New England trading ship 
landed 1n Boston with a load of sea otter pelts and salted 
salmon from the Columbia area. These sold so rapidly in 
the East that Wyeth conceived the idea of doing business 
on the Pacific coast in salmon as well as in furs.8 The 
vision of a profitable salmon industry visualized of his 
6charles H. Carey,! General History of Oregon, 
II Vols. (Portland: Metropol~tan Press, 1935>, I: 272. 
7Ibid., pp. 272-73. 
8Mary W. Avery, History an~ Government of the 
State of Washington (Seattle: University of Washington 
Press,1961), p. 111. 
first expedition came to an unfortunate end when his ship 
that was to transport the fish back to Boston from the 
Columbia sank on a reef at the Society Islands.9 
There were about forty men in the overland 
expedition, operating with limited funds. Wyeth rais~d 
five thousand dollars and each member of the expedition 
put in forty dollars. The profits were to be divided 
fifty ways; eight for Wyeth, two for the surgeon, and 
the remaining forty parts divided equally among the rest 
of the men. 10 Wyeth hoped that the new undertaking, 
although started in this modest and unpretentious way 
with very limited capital, might soon be able to compete 
with the great English monopoly. Wyeth calculated that 
goods could be sent from Boston around Cape Horn to the 
Columbia as cheaply as they were supplied to the Hudson's 
Bay Company from England.ll 
The members of Wyeth's party knew little about 
the perils of the West. Lessons in camping and survival 
were attempted in the East before departure to St. Louie 
where the trip to Oregon was to begin. Their means of 
transportation to St. Louis was to be half wagon and 
9overmeyer, "Nathaniel Jarvie Wyeth," p. 33. 
10 6 Ibid., p. 3 . 
11olinton A. Snowden, History of Washington, II, 
(New York: The John C. Rankin Company for the Century 
History Company, 1909), 15. 
7 
half vehicle, bottom up it was a wagon, the other way a 
boat. This vehicle had both oars and wheels and was 
equally mobile in water or on land. The men called it 
the II Amphibium." Wyeth had three of these built and 
Wyeth's men then called it the "Natwyethum. 11 
11 o'er bog, or steep, thro' straight, rough, 
dense, or rare 
With head, hands, wings, or feet, pursues ~is 
way, 
And swims, or sinks, or wades, or creeps, or 
flies. 11 12 
Forty nine days brought Wyeth's party to St. Louis where 
they abandoned their "Amphibium" for more practical 
transportation. 
Upon arrival in Independence, Missouri, Nathaniel 
Wyeth met William Sublette, part owner in the Rocky 
Mountain Fur Company. There Sublette schooled the pa~ty 
in methods of traveling in the West. 13 Wyeth's party 
now consisted of twenty-five men, fifteen sheep and two 
yoke of oxen. Each man rode a horse and led two pack 
horses. A Mr. Cambell, leader of an independent American 
fur trapping party, now joined with the Sublette and 
Wyeth party and the three left Independence on May 3, 
1832, on the first exped1t1on. 14 The combined parties 
12William Barrows, Oregon (Boston: Houghton, 
Miff 11n and Company, 1884), pp. 81-82. 
13overmeyer, "Nathaniel Jarvis Wyeth," p. 31. 
14Young, Sources 2! ~yeth, p. 155. 
8 
now consisted of eighty men and three hundred horses 
under the command of William Sublette. The Wyeth party 
needed only to share the duty of guarding the camp and 
defending it against Indian attack. 15 This large party 
went as far as the rendezvous on the Snake River, 
meeting few hardships to this point. Wyeth's party 
stayed at this rendezvous near the Trois Tetons from the 
sixth of July, 1832, until the seventeenth. While at 
this rendezvous the men of the combined parties were 
attacked by the Blackfoot Indians. Sublette was wounded 
and after the battle at 0 Pierres Hole" returned to the 
East with all but twelve of Wyeth's men, among them 
Jacob and John, Nathaniel's brothers. 16 In his journal, 
Wyeth stated that he j.( ••• remained at this encampment 
until the 17th during which time all my men but 11 left 
me(,) to these I gave such articles as I could spare from 
the necesities(sic) of my own party and. let them go~t<l7 
The inexperience of the men along with the hardships of 
the West had already, after only two months, taken half 
of Wyeth's party. 
15Kate N. B. Powerst · "Across the Continent 
Seventy Years Ago," from John Ball's diary, Oregon 
Historical Quarterly, III, 1902, 86. 
16Barrows, Oregon, p. 83. 
l7young, Sources of Wyeth, p. 159. 
9 
From late July until late October, 1832, Wyeth's 
party moved from the rendezvous on the Snake or Lewis 
River, as it was commonly called, to Fort Vancouver, above 
the mouth of the Columbia River. Along this route fish, 
berries, buffalo, beaver, deer, elk, and roots served 
as their food. Travel was hard for much of the way, as 
either high muddy streams or rivers were dangerous or the 
mountains and their snow served as too great a barrier. 
Wyeth made attempts to trap beaver along the way, but 
found in most areas that the Hudson's Bay Oompany or 
independent Americans had previously trapped the animals. 
Wyeth's party reached its destination, the mouth of the 
Columbia and Fort Vancouver on October 29, 1832, after 
stopping for a few days rest on the 13th at Walla Walla. 18 
At Fort Vancouver Wyeth met John McLaughlin, the 
British Governor. MoLoughlin had both the respect of the 
Indians in the area and. their business, and the Indians 
would not trade with Wyeth. 19 Wyeth soon learned that 
his ship, the Sultana, a Smyrna packet, owned by Joseph 
Baker and Sons of Boston and captained by James L. 
Lambert, had run onto a reef and sunk.20 Without this 
18Young, Sources of Wyeth, pp. 160-76. 
19Avery, History and Government of the State of 
Washington, p. 111. 
2°Francis Fuller Victor, ttFlotsom and Jetsom of 
the Pacific, tt Oregon Historical Quarterly, II, 1901, 41. 
10 
ship and its cargo of trade goods Wyeth could not compete 
for the Indians furs with the Hudson's Bay Company. 
Wyeth would not be defeated easily. He planned 
to venture down the Columbia River to look into the 
salmon business with John Ball, a member of his party. 
The remainder of his entire party had either deserted 
or been dismissed by Wyeth upon arrival at the fort and 
the unfortunate news of his ship. Just how many of 
Wyeth's original party reached the Pacific is uncertain, 
but in Wyeth's journal of the 29th of October to the 
5th of November, 1832, he noted that he had trouble with 
his men • 
. "'I find myself involved in much difficulty on 
account of my men(,) some of whom wish to leave me 
and whom the Co. d.o not wish to engage no (r) to 
have them in the country without being attached to 
some Co. able to protect them alledging(sic) that 
if any of them are killed they will be obliged to 
aveng(e) it at an expense of money and amicable 
relations with the Indians. And it is disagreeable 
for me to have men who wish to leave me·/"'21 
The last of the men to leave were Ball, Woodman, Sinclair, 
Breck, Abbott, and Tibbetts; described by Wyeth in his 
journal as 11 good men and preserved as long" as good men 
could be expected to preserve.22 
21Young, Sources of Wyeth, pp. 176--77. 
22Ib1d., p. 178. 
11 
The last man to leave Wyeth was Ball who went 
down the Columbia with him in search of salmon.23 On 
his return trip, Wyeth decided to venture up the 
Willamette River and stated that 11 ••• the scituation(eic) 
for (lumber) mill privledges(sic) is beyond anything I 
have ever seen."24 Wyeth genuinely combined colonization 
with commerce in his purposes as he predicted that this 
area would soon have a great population because the 
beauty of this country seemed in comparison to the 
Kansas country. 25 Wyeth also stated in his journal that 
the entire population of the Willamette valley was nine, 
most of whom were former employees of the Hudson's Bay 
Company. Another account of this journey into the 
Willamette valley says that Wyeth saw a country the most 
beautiful imaginable.26 
Wyeth, in his stay at Fort Vancouver, found that 
the Hudson's Bay Company had control of the whole lower 
Columbia River region. McLoughlin established trade at 
a great expense and gained the respect and. confidence of 
over one hundred Indian tribes. The Hudson's Bay crompany 
23carey, ! General History of Oregon, pp. 274-77. 
24Young, Sources of Wyeth, p. 179. 
25carol1ne C. Dobbs, Men of Champoep; (Portland: 
Metropolitan Press, 1932), p. 30. . 
26s. A. Clarke, Pioneer Day) of Oregon History 
(Portland: J. K. Gill Company, 1905, p. 279. 
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couldn't tolerate any interference in their trade, nor 
could they afford to permit any invasion by responsible 
or irresponsible traders who could demoralize the Indian 
nations, teach them drunkenness, and disturb relations 
that they had so carefully created. These conditions 
could not be violated or disturbed and this was mad.e 
clear to Wyeth. McLoughlin and the Hudson's Bay Company 
would stop at nothing to starve out an opposing company 
and drive it from Oregon. 27 Wyeth also realized that 
the Hudson's Bay Company paid no duty on trade goods 
brought into the Oregon country as did all the American 
companies, and the English goods were more suited to 
the local demands of the Indians. 28 Most of the Indians 
in this area could not be cheated because the British 
had been quite fair with the Indians in trading and they 
realized just about what a horse, a salmon, or a beaver 
pelt was worth. 
On his first expedition Wyeth did very little 
trading for beaver with the Indians because of the lack 
of trade goods. He did, however, have an ample supply 
of fish hooks with him and in many cases, did trade hooks 
with the Indians for food. The going price was about 
27 C_larke, Pioneer Days of Oregon History, 
pp. 283-84. 
2E\~obert C. Johnson, John McLaughlin: Patriarch 
of the Northwest (Portland: Metropolitan Press, 1935), 
pp.98-99. 
13 
one hook per salmon. 11 The Hudson's Bay Company neither 
raised their prices for fish, nor lowered them on trading 
goods,n29 and during this stay at the fort, McLaughlin 
gave the men of Wyeth's party a fair deal and this British 
fort did not add to the ultimate failure of this first 
expedition. 
McLaughlin and the Hudson's Bay Company did. not 
encourage either French Canadians under their employment 
or Americans to become permanent settlers in this 
region. The Hudson's Bay Company was bound, under 
heavy penalty, not to discharge any of its men in the 
Indian country, and was required to return them to the 
place where they were originally hirea.30 McLoughlin 
found the desire of the men in Wyeth's party to settle 
in this rich valley a discomfort, as the Hudson's Bay 
Company was trying to hold this land for the Crown and 
was discouraging any and all permanent settlement. 
McLoughlin permitted some Canadians to settle in the 
Willamette valley, south of the Columbia River, against 
his orders, after their duty to the Company was ended. 
McLaughlin's care for his men and for the deserters of 
29Katharine Berry Judson, Early Da~ 1!! 019:. 
Oregon (Chicago: A. C. Mcclurg and Company, 1916), 
p. 247. 
30Frederick V. Holman, Dr. John McLou&i:hlin, the 
Father of Orep;on {Cleveland: The Arthur H. Clark Company, 
1907T:" p. 42. 
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Wyeth's party went beyond the regular call of duty as 
he helped to establish them in their settlement in the 
following years throughout Oregon,31 
Before leaving the Columbia, Wyeth made careful 
observations regarding the possibilities of Oregon 
occupation. He realized that trapping for fur pelts in 
the area was over, though some trading for furs could be 
done with the Indians. In agriculture, in conjunction 
with the Fort Vancouver people, something might be done, 
but salmon-fishing seemed to offer the largest and most 
immediate returns,32 It was at this time that Wyeth 
stated his purpose to McLoughlin: n ••• to salt salmon 
for the Boston market •.. to equip some American trappers 
in the mountains and to farm in the Willamette. 11 33 
Wyeth was to trap in the area south of the Columbia and 
the lower Snake and not to interfere with the British 
north of that region. He would purchase supplies from 
and sell his furs to the Hudson's Bay Company. 
On February 3, 1833, Wyeth started back to the 
trading post at Walla Walla and to the East with two 
men from his original party, Wiggin Abbott and John 
3lyoung, Sources of Wyeth, p. 181. 
32Bancroft, History of the North West Coast, 
1800-1846, p. 567. 
15 
33n. W. Me1n1ng, The Great Columbia Plain {Seattle: 
University of Washington Press, 1968), p. 111. 
Woodman, now working for the Hudson's Bay Company and 
assigned to him by McLoughlin.34 A separate party of 
twenty-one men and three boats from the Company accom-
panied him to Walla Walla. Wyeth was much indebted to 
McLoughl1n for aiding him on his return trip and said of 
him: uDr. McLoughlin, the Governor of the place, is ·a 
man distinguished as much for his kindness and humanity 
as his good sense and information; ana to whom I am so 
much indebted as that he will never be forgotten by me.tt35 
The party passed the Dalles, John Day River, and 
reached the post at Walla Walla on the 14th of February. 
From here Wyeth went north with only his two men to Fort 
Colville on the 49th parallel (near the present Canadian 
border). The winter weather was cold and the trip took 
one month. They then started southeast on the Flathead 
River and on June 21, 1833, arrived at the head waters 
of the Missouri. Heading directly south to the rendezvous 
on the Lewis River, Wyeth joined with Captain Bonneville 
and twenty-four of his men and also with the members of 
the Rocky Mountain Fur Company, under the leadership of 
Thomas Fitzpatrick and Milton G. Sublette, part owners. 
This combined party now left the rendezvous and started 
34Ph111p Henry Overmeyer, "Members of First Wyeth 
Expedition," Oregon Historical Quarterly, XXXVI, 1935, 98. 
35Holman, Dr. John McLaughlin, the Father of 
Oregon, p. 46. 
16 
northeast towards the Yellowstone River, arriving on 
August 17, 1833.36 Wyeth made a contract with Milton 
Sublette, William's brother, before leaving the Little 
Big Horn to bring back three thousand dollars worth of 
trading goods the following spring. Wyeth was to bring 
the goods to the yearly rendezvous on the Lewis River 
for the Rocky Mountain Fur Company on his second 
expedition.37 
From August 17th to September 30th, Wyeth pulled 
his way on rafts down the Yellowstone River to the 
Missouri and finally to St. Louis, encountering Indiana, 
starvation, and even politeness at Fort Union, where 
"Mr. McKensie(sic) 11 was the agent of the American Fur 
Company.38 
The first expedition ended in a. complete failure. 
Nathaniel Wyeth lost all his men and the 11 Joint Stock 
Company" that was formed at the beginning of this expe-
dition now possessed no assets. Wyeth arrived home in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, on November 7, 1833, after a 
journey of twenty-one monthe.39 
36young, Sources of Wyeth, pp. 180-211. 
37carey, ! General History ~f Oregon, pp. 274-77. 
38young, Sources of wieth, pp. 211-19. 
39overmeyer, "Nathaniel Jarvis Wyeth, n p. 38. 
17 
Wyeth had failed on _his first adventure into the 
countries of the Columbia, yet he was encouraged by the 
failure. Wyeth's plan for the second expedition was to 
sell manufactured goods to the people of the Pacific, and 
then to transport to the United States and even China, 
furs and salmon which abound in the rivers of the Oregon 
country.40 
18 
4Caobert Greenhow, The History .2,f_ Oregon and 
California, and the Other Territories of the Northwest 
Coast of NortilAm"erica (Boston: Freeman and Bolles, 1844), 
p. 359-. 
CHAPTER II 
WYETH'S SECOND EXPEDITION 
After returning East from his first unsuccessful 
expedition, Nathaniel Wyeth persuaded his friends and 
relatives to supply him with the means necessary for a 
second expedition. The firm of Henry Hall, Tucker, and 
Williams along with Frederick Tudor, owner of an ice 
company and former employer of Wyeth, provided financial 
aid, as did his three brothers; Charles, Jacob, and 
Leonard. 1 He reassured these backers by informing them 
of his contract with trapper Milton Sublette and his 
company and assuring them of the profit that would be 
made before reaching his actual des~ination, the Columbia. 
Wyeth inspired these men with his claim that opportunities 
awaited traders in that territory south of the Columbia 
occupied by neither the British nor independent Americans. 
The British government had not officially asserted at 
any time after the Joint Occupation Treaty of 1818 that 
it claimed the country to the south of the Columbia 
River. 2 
lyoung, Sources of Wyeth, pp. 78-85. 
2Jacobs, Winning Oregon, p. 109. 
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In New England Wyeth organized the Columbia 
River Fishing and. Trading Company capitalized at forty 
thousand dollars, with one-eighth of the stock belonging 
to him and the rest divided among his three brothers 
and the other Eastern backers.3 Wyeth outfitted a ship, 
the May Dacre, and sent it around the Horn in January of 
1834.4 The ship contained supplies for Indian trading 
and gear for the taking and salting of salmon.5 Wyeth 
took his idea for salmon salting from Captain Dominis, 
who brought some fifty hogsheads of salmon to Boston 
from Fort Vancouver the previous year that were valued 
at ninety-six thousand dollars.6 McLoughlin had 
promised Wyeth on his departure from Fort Vancouver that 
he would not oppose him in a salmon-packing and salting 
enterprise.7 Wyeth hoped that the salmon business would 
be profitable enough to pay all the expenses of the 
overland party that he was to lead across the West. 
3stewart a. Holbrook, The Columbia (New York: 
Rinehart and Company, Inc., 1950), pp; 73-74. 
4oscar Osburn Winther, The Great Northwest 
(New York: Alfred A. Knoph, 1952), p. 103. 
5Holbrook, The Columbia, pp. 73-74. 
6carey, ~ General History of Ore5on, p. 362. 
?Avery, History and Government of the State of 
Washington, pp. 111-12. 
20 
Wyeth's plane were to take the goods contracted 
for by Milton Sublette and Thomas Fitzpatrick for the 
Rocky Mountain Fur Company to the rendezvous and exchange 
them for furs, then go on to the Columbia and salt salmon, 
and finally send hie ship back to Boston with the furs 
and the salmon. The Hudson's Ray Company would, he 
thought, buy all his furs and the winter salmon season 
would pay for all the expenses of the journey around the 
Horn. 8 Wyeth also speculated that he could send the 
May nacre's trading goods from the Columbia as far inland 
as the Green River rendezvous spot and still be able 
to undersell the Hudson's Bay Company.9 The overland 
company led by Wyeth contained about seventy traders, 
trappers, and hunters, two scientists, Thomas Nuttall 
and John K. Townsend, and a number of Methodist m1ssion-
aries.10 Two hundred and fifty horses carrying the 
contracted trade goods followed. 
The missionaries were headed by Jason Lee, and 
included his nephew Daniel, Cyrus Shepard, Phil1p_L. 
8carey, A General History of Oregon, p. 277. 
9snowden, History of Washington, p. 20. 
lOaolbrook, The Columbia, pp. 73-74. 
21 
Edwards, and Courtney M. Walker.11 Lee and his followers 
were eager to reach the land of the Flatheads and the 
1834 Wyeth expedition offered the earliest means of 
transportation West. Wyeth was obliging and offered to 
let the missionary party accompany him to the Columbia. 
Wyeth was a great help to Jason Lee as he enabled him to 
ship his freight on the M~ Dacre. The freight included 
tools, farming implements, household goods, books, 
garden seeds, and live chickens.12 Jason Lee in return 
thought that Wyeth's plan of building an American 
business enterprise on the Pacific was one of the 
"clearest-headed projects launched in old Oregon by an 
American since the days when Astoria rose and fell. 11 13 
The party left from Independence for the rendez-
vous on the Green River on April 28, 1834, escorted by 
Milton Sublette.14 Milton soon had to turn back for 
the East, due to the effects of a diseased limb, 
acquired from a fight with a Blackfoot Indian at Pierres 
22 
llw1lliam D. Fenton, "Jason Lee," Oregon Historical 
Quarterly, VII, 1906, 234. 
12oornel1us J. Brosnan, Jason Lee (New York: 
The MacMillan Company, 1932), p. 35. 
13Ibid., p. 122. 
14winther, The Great Northwest, p. 103. 
23 
Hole. 15 Shortly after Milton departed, his brother, 
William, passed Wyeth's 'party with trading goods headed 
for the same rendezvous. William arrived two days before 
Wyeth and persuaded Fitzpatrick, now in command of the 
Rocky Mountain Fur Company, to buy his goods and break 
the contract with Wyeth.16 Thus, the first part of the 
Columbia River Fishing and Trading Company's plans 
failed. Wyeth was in bad humor as a result of the 
treatment he had received from Fitzpatrick and was alleged 
to have claimed: 11 1 will roll a stone in your garden 
that you will have trouble getting out. 11 17 Wyeth con-
sidered all the people at the American rendezvous as a 
great "collection of Scoundrels 11 and believed that the 
breaking of the contract by the fur company was meant to 
injure ~im as a rival trader.18 The explanation given by 
the owners of the Rocky Mountain Fur Company for not buying 
hie goods was that the Company was in the process of 
dissolution.19 
15olarke, Pioneer Days of Crego_!! History, p. 282. 
16overmeyer, 0 Nathaniel Jarvis Wyeth," pp. 42-43. 
17Miles Cannon, "Fort Hall on the Saptin River,tt 
Washington Historical Quarterly, VII, 1916, 222. 
18young, Sources of Wyeth, p. 198. 
19snowden, History of Washin5ton, p. 18. 
After this breaoh of contract, Wyeth was compelled 
to dispose of three thousand dollars worth of trading 
goods directly to the trappers and Indians. 20 In order 
to distribute these goods, Wyeth built a fort on the 
24 
Snake River, located near its confluence with the 
Portneuf.21 This fort was on the south side of the Lewie 
and about one hundred miles north of the Great Salt Lake. 22 
At this location Wyeth intended to catch the Snake River 
Indians' trade rather than letting them go down the Snake 
to Fort Walla Walla. Good furs abounded in this region, 
but it was a poor rendezvous for the mountain Indians, as 
it was too close to the plains Indians composed of Sioux 
and Blackfeet in the North and Crows and Utes 1n the 
Sout;.h.23 Wyeth also believed that the fort would deter 
competing American traders from entering the Oregon 
country from the East.24 
The men began building the fort on July 15, and 
finished on August 6, 1834. The fort was named Fort 
20snowden, History of Washington, pp. 18-19. 
21washington Irving, The Fur Traders of the 
Columbia River and the Rocky Mountains (New York: G. P. 
Putnam's Sons, The Knickerbocker Press, 1903), p. 200. 
22w1111am I. Marshall, Acquisition of Oregon 
(Seattle: Lowman and Hanford Company, 1911), p. 323. 
23Agnes c. Laut, The Overland Trail (New York: 
Frederick A. Stokes ·company, 1929), pp. 130-31. 
24w1nther, The Great Northwest, p. 63. 
Hall 1n honor of Henry Hall, the oldest member of the 
Columbia River Fishing and Trading Company.25 Wyeth 
described the building of the fort in a letter to Leonard 
Jarvis when he wrote: 
• 
11 We manufactured a magnificent flag from some 
unbleached sheeting a little red flannel and a few 
blue patches, saluted it with damaged powder and wet 
it in vil(l)a(1)nous alcohol, and after all it makes, 
I do assure you, a very respectable appearance amid 
the dry and desolate regions of central America. 
Its Bastions stand a terror to the sculking Indian 
and a beacon of saf(e)ty to the fugitive hunter. 
It is man(n)ed by 12 men and has co~tantly loade(d) 
in the Bastion 100 guns and rifles. 26 
Thomas McKay, the stepson of John McLoughlin, 
was present during the building of the fort along with 
some Hudson's Bay Company trappers. McKay left as the 
building of the fort was in progress and Jason Lee and 
his missionaries went with him. Lee and his followers 
were looking for a site for their Mission, but soon 
joined Wyeth and his party on the final journey to Fort 
Vancouver. 27 
Wyeth left much of his trading merchandise at 
Fort Hall along with eleven men and a Mr. Evans 1n charge. 
He then proceeded with his remaining twenty-eight men 
to the Columbia. Wyeth arrived at Fort Vancouver on 
25young, Sources of Wyeth, p. 284. 
26.!_b1d., pp. 203-4. 
27oec11 Pearl Dryden, Give All To Oregon~ (New 
York: Hastings House, 1968), pp. 32-33. · 
25 
September 14, 1834, and there met his ship, the May Dacre, 
sailing up the Columbia. She had been delayed for three 
months in Valparaiso after being struck by lightning. 28 
Immediately uppn arrival of Captain Lambert and his ship 
_with its two barrel coopers, two smiths, and a clerk 
aboard, Wyeth started in competition with the Hudson's 
Bay Company. He built Fort William on Wappatoo Island 
(now Sauvie's Island) near the confluence of the 
Willamette River with the Columbia, about one hundred 
miles above the mouth of the Columbia.29 Work here 
continued during the winter of 1834-35 with a salmon 
fishery started and several substantial log-houses 
erected. Wyeth was absent during this winter, traveling 
up the Willamette River and to Fort Hall with trading 
go6ds from the ship. In Wyeth's absence, Walker, the 
lay missionary, acted as superintendent, turning as 
many men as possible into coopers, keeping them busily 
at work making barrels for the anticipated great salmon 
catch. On his return, Wyeth raised the American flag 
and christened the fort.30 As the winter salmon fishing 
season was too far advanced and no salmon could be caught 
28overmeyer, "Nathaniel Jarvis Wyeth," pp. 43-44. 
29swan, The Northwest Coast, pp. 234-35. 
30J3ancroft, History of the North ~est Coast, 
1800-1846, pp. 594-95. · 
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that year, the second part of the Columbia River Fishing 
and Trading Company's plan also failed.31 
The May Da.cre was of no use at the Columbia 
because of the lack of salmon and furs and was sent to 
27 
the Sandwich Islands with a cargo of timber cut near Fort 
William. It returned with a supply of cattle, sheep, 
goats, and hogs, sufficient to start a stock farm on 
Wappatoo Island where Wyeth also grafted and planted 
apples and other fruits.32 The following year the ship 
was sent back to Boston, but with only a half a load of 
fish. The salmon run was poor that season, but some of 
these salmon spoiled because Wyeth's men did not know 
how to care for them properly.33 The salmon were caught 
in the tributaries of the crolumbia River near Fort William 
and then dried in the sun before being salted and put 
into b~rels. This poor salmon catch may also have been 
partially due to the sickness encountered during the 
summer of 1835 by Wyeth's party. Thirteen deaths 
occurred among his men from fever and Wyeth in a letter 
to his uncle, Leonard Jarvis, described the salmon 
fisheries: 
3lovermeyer, "Nathaniel Jarvis Wyeth," p. 44. 
32aarey, ! General History of Ore&i:on, II, 692. 
33Judson, Early Days!~ Old Oregon, pp. 148-49. 
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"We have had a bad season for salmon. About half 
a cargo only obtained. The salmon part of the business 
will never do •..• Capt. Lambert attends to putting 
them up, on the voyage, as there is not time for me to 
do so before. If there should be anything wrong you 
will excuse it on this account. I am now a little 
better from a severe attack of billious Fever. I did 
not expect to recover, and am still a wreck •... "34 
In,order to draw trade away from Fort Hall, the 
Hudson's Bay Company sent Thomas McKay to build a 
competing post. McKay called on Jason Lee in August, 
1835, and told him that he was going to trap beaver and 
trade with the Indians that winter, but his real purpose 
was to erect Fort Boise, at the confluence of the Boise 
and the Snake, some distance below Fort H-all.35 The 
British offered goods to the Indians at prices much lower 
than Wyeth could afford, and soon drew most of the 
Indian's business.36 Francis Payette was placed in 
charge of Fort Boise with instructions to pay such prices 
for furs and sell supplies as cheaply as necessary to 
put Fort Hall out of business.37 Wyeth, in a report to 
the House of Representatives in 1839, said of Fort 
Boise that: 
34young, Sources of Wyeth, pp. 151-52. 
35J3rosnan, Jason Lee, p. 67. 
36swan, The Northwest Coast, p. 235. 
37Floyd R. Barber and Dan W. Martin, Idaho in the 
Pacific Northwest (Caldwell, Idaho: The Caxton Printers, 
Lta., 1956), p. 21. 
'' ... experience has satisfied me that the entire 
weight of this Company (H. B. C.) will be made to 
bear on any trader who shall attempt to prosecute 
his business within its reach .... No sooner does 
an American concern start in this region th,g.n one 
of these trading parties 1s put in motion}'38 
In 1836 this policy forced Wyeth to sell out to the 
Hudson's Bay Company at a great losa.39 Purchase of 
Fort Hall from Wyeth gave the British command of the 
portal to Oregon. This position was of little_commerc.1al 
value, however, as only about 400 beaver were trapped 
in the Snake country in 1835, as compared to a yearly 
average of 2,500 from 1826 through 1830. 40 
Wyeth was not only interested in fur trapping and 
salmon fishing, but also in agriculture. In October, 
1834, he went up the Willamette River to locate a farm 
for permanent settlement. The site selected was on a 
beautiful prairie, about fifteen miles long and seven 
miles wide with one end touching the Willamette River. 
A good mill stream ran through the center of the farm and 
it was surrounded entirely by timber. The soil was fine 
and the climate mild with game abounding in the area. 41 
38i3arrows, Oregon, p. 84. 
39Barber, Idaho in the Pacific Northwest, p. 21. 
4Ci~e1n1ng, The Great Columbia Plain, p. 114. 
4lyoung, Sources of Wyeth, p. 204. 
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The farm was located about three miles below a farm owned 
by Duportes, a French Canadian, near the present location 
of Salem and about fifty miles from the mouth of the 
river.42 After returning to Wappatoo Island, Wyeth sent 
one of his men, Stout, and two helpers up the river to 
commence work on the farm.43 Some of the livestock 
brought from the Sandwich Islands along with chickens 
were sent up the river and Wyeth 11 ••• had wheat, corn, 
potatoes, peas, beans, and turnips." He also began 
"apple trees, seedlings and grafted, besides other fruits, 
which included pea.ch, pear, plum, apricot, and nectarine. 11 44 
This farm was the largest in the area and a visitor to 
Oregon, Reverend Samuel Parker, estimated that there 
were about twenty families in the Willamette valley 
in 1835. 45 
The missionary expedition that accompanied Wyeth 
originally intended to find its resting place in the 
country of the Nez Perces or the Flatheads, near or 
about Fort Walla Walla. Instead, they followed Wyeth 
42overmeyer, "Nathaniel Jarvis Wyeth," p. 44. 
43young, Sources of Wyeth, p. 291. 
44J. N. Barry, "Agriculture in the Oregon Country, 
1795-1844," Oregon Historical Quarterly, XXX, 1929, 164. 
45carey, ~ General History of Oregon, p. 268. 
and came to the Willamette.46 They built their first 
mission at Chemaway, ten miles from present Salem, and 
about sixty miles from the mouth of the Willamette 
River. Jason Lee was helped by Cyrus Shepard and his 
nephew Daniel in the choice of the site.47 
Sickness overtook Wyeth and his men as the rains 
came, seemingly disabling one third of his men, including 
Wyeth himself. Seventeen died the first winter from 
disease, Indian warfare, and drownings.48 Wyeth wrote 
that the men were frightened and sick, " ... dying off like 
rotten sheep o:f billious disorders. 11 49 The salmon 
f 1shing had not succeeded and Wyeth declared. in a letter 
to his wife that "The business has not been successful 
in any of its branches, Therefore it will terminate 
soon."50 Wyeth's farm was abandoned and be gave power 
of attorney to Courtney M. Walker in September, 1835, and 
left him in charge of Fort William the winter of 1835-36, 
while he journeyed to Fort Hall. Wyeth left Fort Hall 
on June 18, 1836, for the East by way of the Taos and 
4 6H .. W. Scott, "Jason Lee,'' Oregon Historical 
Quarterly, VII, 1906, 255-56. 
47nryden, Give All To Oregon~ p. 38. 
48w1nther, The Great Northwest, pp. 104-5. 
49Young, Sources of !!.Y_eth, p. 210. 
50overmeyer, 11 Nathaniel Jarvis Wyeth,t' p. 46. 
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Arkansas Rivers, reaching home in the fall of 1836.51 
Wyeth failed in his plan to form a trading 
company similar- to the Hudson's Bay Company in the Oregon 
country, but his expeditions molded the settlement of the 
Willamette valley by Americans and opened a road for the 
settlers to follow across the American continent to the 
Oregon country. The role of the Wyeth party in Oregon's 
early history is the topic of the next chapter. 
51overmeyer, "Nathaniel Jarvis Wyeth, 11 p. 47. 
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CHAPTER III 
AMERICAN SETTLEMENT IN THE OREGON COUNTRY 
The question of which individual or group of 
people actually induced settlement by the American farmer 
colonist in Oregon can not be answered without exploring 
and investigating the various historical interpretations. 
Some historians argue that the beginning of settlement 
of the Columbia had to take place without any commercial 
objects behind the emigration,l and another group postu-
lates that commercial ventures started the migration West. 
Others believe, that the missionar-y movement stim.u.lateo. 
the American people to come West.2 This writer believes 
that although Nathaniel Wyeth failed in his attempts to 
establish trade ana commerce in Ore~on, hie farms, forts, 
missions, and men remained rooted in the lower Willamette 
valley to establish the first settlement and the nucleus 
of an American colony. 
The peak of the fur business for the Hudson 1 s 
Bay Company was in 1830-32. After this McLoughlin was 
compelled to consider the future of the Company now that 
its most profitable line of trade was nearly gone. It 
1swan, The Northwest Coast, p. 235. 
2oarey, A General History of Oregon, p. 445. 
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is at this time that McLoughlin and the Hudson's Bay 
Company " ..• did not discourage settlement, but at a 
very early date expected it and prepared to accept it as 
inevitable and to profit by it in lines of trade. 11 3 
McLoughlin first encouraged settlement by allowing some 
of his men to stay on and farm in the area south of the 
Columbia River after their service to the Company ended. 
McLaughlin had been informed. by the officers of the 
Hudson• s Bay Company in London as early as 1825 " ... that 
on no event could the British Government claim extend 
south of the Columbia river. 11 4 
In addition to the French Canadians that were 
released into the Willamette valley for settlement by 
the Hudson's Bay Company, there were a number of Americans 
who had come to this territory with the Wyeth expeditions. 
In the early 1830's these men were there with " ... the 
intention to settle permanently. 11 5 Wyeth's first party 
of twelve men was the only group of that nature and 
number to enter Oregon previous to 1834.6 A few members 
34 
3T.C. Elliot, "Dr. John M'Loughl1n and His Guests," 
Washington Historical Quarterly. III, 1908-12, 73. 
4Ibid. 
5Hubert Howe Bancroft, 
XX.IX, Vol. I, (San Francisco: 
Publishers, 1886), 17. 
6Ibid., p. 18. 
History of Oregon, 1834-1848, 
The History Company, 
of the Wyeth party and some Rocky Mountain trappers of 
American birth were settled in the Willamette valley. 
These men depended largely upon the Hudson's Bay Company 
for their subsistence and 1t is difficult to determine 
whether or not this colony should be regarded American. 
Their presence might instead be considered as one of 
the things that stimulated the planting of a colony in 
Oregon.7 Settlers who were financed by a foreign Company 
did not necessarily lose their nationality. The Hudson's 
Bay Company was indeed humane and. generous, but its 
intentions were always British, and profit from trade 
with these pioneers was the main aim of the Company's 
investments. 
Several of the twelve men that arrived at Fort 
Vancouver on the first expedition remained in Oregon for 
a period of time with the intention of permanent settle-
ment.8 The last man to leave Wyeth was John Ball. 
Ball went down the Columbia with Wyeth in search of 
salmon, and upon return to Fort Vancouver on November 17, 
1832, dissolved his connection with Wyeth's party. Ball 
was invited by Dr. John McLoughl1n, chief factor of the 
fort, to take charge as a teacher during the winter for 
7Joseph Schafer, nNotes on the Colonization of 
Oregon," Oregon Historical Quarterly, VI, 1905, 384. 
8R. P. Boise, 11 Jason Lee," Oregon Historical 
Quarterly, VII, 1906, 268. 
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McLoughlin's own son and a few other boys of the fort. 
This school at Fort Vancouver was the first school west 
of the Rockies, and Ball's pay was eighty dollars a 
month.9 Ball consider.ed McLoughlin " ... a man of 1st 
rate general intelligence, and if I am not mistaken, of 
very liberal viewa. 11 10 
After teaching the winter of 1832-33, Ball started 
a farm in the spring of 1833. In a letter Ball stated: 
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"I went up the Willamette about 75 miles to see 
the country; and the lat of March, having no 
opportunity to return home immediately, Dr. McLoughlin 
offered me seed, a team, and farming utensils. I 
came to this place and commenced farming under many 
disadvantages.~11 
Ball farmed only a short while before he caught ague, 
(a fever with chills, shaking, and sweating, that occur 
at regular intervals), and decided to quit Oregon. He 
sold his agrarian goods to the Hudson's Bay Company and 
left by ship for the East.12 
Another member of the first expedition, Guy 
Trumbull, died only ,a few days after arriv~l at Fort 
Vancouver of colic. On November 7, 1832, a funeral was 
9D.obbs , Men of Champoeg, pp. 30-32 . 
10powers, "Across the Continent Seventy Years Ago," 
p. 103. (from a letter of John Ball dated Sept. 15, 1833). 
llibid. 
12overmeyer, "Members of First Wyeth Expedition," 
p. 99. 
held by the Hudson's Bay Cornp~ny officials " ... according 
to the form of the Church of England. 11 13 
A third member of the party, John Sinclair, 
farmed in the Willamette valley in the spring of 1833 
with John Ball. Sinclair decided that he would depart 
from Oregon with Ball after they sold their goods to the 
Hudson's Bay Company.14 
Most of the members of Wyeth's 1832 expedition 
had signed on in Boston for the trip to Oregon. These 
men answered Wyeth's call to explore the unknown with 
the opportunity to gain wealth. Most were young and 
strong, looking for adventure in the West. One was 
G. Sargent, who went a.s far as Fort Vancouver with the 
Wyeth party, and after his dismissal, secured employment 
with the Hudson's Bay Company for some four years before 
dying of dissipation in 1836. 15 
Three more men, W~ Breck, Stephen Burdette, and 
Whittier, were all released at Fort Vancouver and worked 
the winter of 1832-33 for the Company. In September of 
1833 they shipped out for Boston, Massachusetts, with 
John Ball and John Sinclair,16 
p. 100. 
13overmeyer, "Members of First Wyeth Expedition," 
14Ib1d,, p. 99. 
15Ibid. 
16Ibid., pp. 99-100, 
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The only man to accompany Wyeth on both of his 
expeditions to Oregon was Wiggin Abbott. He was released 
by Wyeth upon arrival at Fort Vancouver, but rehired 
along with John Woodman for the return trip. Abbott 
was killed by the Bannock Indians in August, 1835. 17 
John Woodman was hired along with Abbott to make 
the return journey after the 1832 failure. He was a 
member of the first venture, but did not complete the 
return trip to the East. ,Wyeth and Woodman quarrelled, 
and Woodman was released in Nez Perce country to 
independent American trappers on April 28, 1833. 18 
Another member of the first expedition, Solomon 
Howard Smith, was hired by McLoughlin to replace Ball 
as the school teacher. Smith was the second teacher in 
the Oregon country and his pay was seven hundred and 
twenty dollars for nine months. His duty was to teach 
the men of Fort: Vancouver, their native wives, and their 
children. Smith taught school for two years before 
taking an India~ bride, Celiast. Their home was on 
French Prairie, ten miles from the present town of Salem 
and near the missionaries site of 1834. Here he started 
his own school, the first in the Willamette valley. In 
1836 Smith moved and built a saw mill and a grist mill 
17overmeyer, "Members of First Wyeth Expedition," 
p. 98. 
18 Ibid., p. 100. 
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along the Willamette River where the wheat of the Mission 
was ground.19 
Smith then settled eighteen miles from Astoria 
at a spot rather inaccessible to most travelers, but 
near the tribe of his wife, the Clatsop Indians. It was 
ten miles inland over marshes and sand dunes, but Smith 
thought that someday it would hold a great population. 
On February 10, 1841, a mission was started here by 
Daniel Lee, under the direction of the Reverend J. H. 
Frost. Calvin Tibbetts, a friend of Smith's and a member 
of the 1832 expedition, came also to help start the settle-
ment in the area that was to become Clatsop County.20 
At the meeting held at Champoeg, Oregon, on May 2, 
1843, Smith voted with the American party and was elected 
captain. Smith prospered in 1849 by selling American 
produce and goods at Skipanon landing near Astoria, 
charging two dollars a pound for butter and five dollars 
a bushel for potatoes. Smith served as a school director 
and as a county commissioner of Clatsop County for two 
terms and later became a member of the state senate. He 
was a contributor to the first Presbyterian church and 
d.ied on August 16, 1876. 21 
19nobbs, Men of Champoeg, pp. 30-32. 
20!bid., pp. 33-34. 
2lovermeyer, "Members of First Wyeth Expedition," 
pp. 100-1. 
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Calvin Tibbetts also remained as a permanent 
settler in the Oregon country. Following Smith's lead, 
Tibbetts started a farm on the Clatsop Plains. McLoughlin 
loaned seed and work animals to Tibbetts and Smith22 and 
agreed that they would be paid the same price for their 
wheat as was paid to the French Canadians in the 
Willamette valley.23 
Tibbetts, a member of an 1837 cattle committee, 
participated in driving seven hundred Spanish cattle 
from Mexico to Oregon and helped assure " ... the successful 
and permanent occupancy of the Oregon Country. 11 24 The 
Willamette Cattle Company was organized on January 13, 
1837, by William A. Slacum, owner of a ship and traveler 
to Oregon in 1836. The direction of the journey was left 
to twelve men, with Ewing Young their leader. This 
cattle expedition was the first community enterprise 
backed by all the settlers of Oregon, and it raised the 
standard of living and assured success for the American 
settlers in establishing a colony.25 The settlers of 
Oregon were convinced that it was necessary to have cattle 
22Johnson, John McLaughlin: Patriarch of the 
Northwest, p. 100. 
p. 44. 
23Holman, Dr. John McLaughlin, !he Father of Oregon, 
24nobbs, Men of Champoeg, p. 39. 
25F. G. Young, "Ewing Young and His Estate," 
Oregon Historical Quarterly, XXI, 1920, 172, 
of their own in the Willamette valley in order to carry 
out their farms and gain a comfortable livelihood. The 
settlers found it impossible to purchase cattle as all 
belonged to the Hudson's Bay Company, and, they refused to 
sell them under any circumstances. 
Ewing Young was the leader of the Company and 
P. L. Edwards was treasurer. The members of Wyeth's 
party that were included were James O'Neal and Calvin 
Tibbetts. Slacum carried the members to California on 
board his ship and these men were employed to return to 
Oregon with the cattle where their wages and cattle 
would be divided by shares, depending upon how much 
money each had invested.26 
The Company started homeward from California in 
June, 1837, with seven to eight hundred head of wild 
Mexican cattle and forty horses. The six hundred mile 
drive incurred heavy loses upon the herd--sickness, 
mosquitoes, and the Rogue River Indians. The party 
arrived 1n Oregon in October with six hundred and thirty 
head, with the missionaries receiving eighty cattle.27 
26william A. Slacum, "Slacum's Report on Oregon, 
1836-7," Oregon Historical Quarterly, XIII, 1912, 208-09. 
27oscar 0. Winther, "Commercial Routes From 1792 
to 184 3 By Sea and Overland," Oregon Historical Quarterly, 
XLII, 1941, 240-42. 
When these men returned to Clatsop County nine months 
later, it helped break the Hudson's Bay Company monopoly 
on cattle and added much to the prosperity of the 
country. 
In 1845 Tibbetts was elected by the legislature 
as one of the three judges for Clatsop County and was an 
organizer of their early town government. In early 1849 
the news of the gold rush in California reached Tibbetts 
and he headed for the gold fields. He was stricken with 
cholera on board the Forrest, and died on hie return 
from California in August, 1849.28 
Even though the first expedition was a complete 
failure, Wyeth showed the determination necessary to 
compete successfully against the mighty Hudson's B·ay 
Company in Oregon. The second expedition included more 
men and animals, necessary to bring the needed trade 
goods for the Rocky Mountain Fur Company. A group of 
missionaries accompanied the second Wyeth party to begin 
work in the Flathead Indian land. When Wyeth arrived in 
the lower Columbia region he believed that there were 
no Americans present nor any one having an American 
feeling. Wyeth said that "Of the 11 men which I had 
then with me three remained until I again arrived in the 
28overmeyer, "Members of First Wyeth Expedition," 
· p. 101. 
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Autumn of 1834 and 19 of those who then accompanied me 
including the missionaries remained permanently in the 
country. 112 9 
Information on nearly all of the nineteen members 
mentioned by Wyeth can be found, including the mission-
aries. Thomas Jefferson Hubbard came with Wyeth on his 
second expedition as a gunsmith. Hubbard was the leader 
of a group of men in 1840 to bring cattle from California, 
known as the Second Cattle Company.3O He was active in 
the early provisional government of Oregon as he was 
elected one of the committee, at the Second Wolf Meeting, 
March 6, 1843, to go to Champoeg for the purpose of 
forming a government. Here he was elected to help form 
a constitution, working on the judiciary and military 
sub-committees. Hubbard helped to draw up the laws 
adopted at 0hampoeg on July 5, 1843. When the news of 
the gold rush reached Oregon, Hubbard went to California 
with a boat load of flour and sold the cargo and vessel 
and became prosperous.31 In 1864 he moved with his wife 
to Umatilla County and lived near Pilot Rock, where he 
29Marvin Ridge and Ray Allen Billington, eds., 
America's Frontier Story (New York: Holt, Rinehart and 
Winston, Inc., 19691, p. 445. 
30nobbs, ~en of Champoeg, p. 48. 
3lrbid., pp. 47-51. 
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died in 1875. 32 
Many of the Americans in Oregon thought that they 
should have a provisional government because there were 
no laws in Oregon which applied to American citizens, 
with only the Hudson's Bay Company to exercise an 
influence over the conduct of affairs. There were no 
lawsuits, for there were no courts and there was little 
trouble between the settlers from America and the Hudson's 
Bay Company people. 
The Methodist mission, by reason of its numbers, 
and having a store and mills, attempted to exercise 
control over public affairs. Most Americans did not 
agree with this as they were not the type of people who 
would .be forced to do anything by_ either the Hudson's 
Bay Company or by the Methodist mission. It was a state 
of affairs in which men respected the rights of each 
other for there was no government. The settlers in the 
Willamette valley had almost ideal conditions. The 
Hudson's Bay Company bought their wheat and crops and 
sold them goods at a fair price. Game was plentiful and 
their gardens supplied them with food. They paid no 
taxes. They had priests of their faith and yet these 
missionaries did not convert them. This settlement was 
32E. Ruth Rockwood, ed., "Diary of Rev. George H. 
Atkinson, 1847-1858," Oregon Historical Quarterly, XL, 
1939, 347. 
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a pleasant place for trappers to settle down and spend 
their declining years.33 
The idea of some form of government was in the 
minds of the American settlers in Oregon as early as 
March 16, 1838, when a mass meeting of American citizens 
was held in the Willamette valley and a petition sent to 
the Senate of the United States setting forth that they 
could " ..• promise no protection but the ulterior resort 
of eelf-defense. 11 34 In 1840 another petition was sent 
to Congress, calling attention of Congress to their 
condition as an infant colony, without military force 
and civil institutions to protect their lives, property, 
and children. 
The Methodist missionaries on February 17, 1841, 
took the first step in the formation of a provisional 
government. They decided that a committ~e of seven 
should be elected for the purpose of drafting a consti-
tution and code of laws for the government of the settle-
ment south of the Columbia River. They appointed a 
Supreme Judge, clerk, public recorder, and a sheriff. 
The Catholic portion of the settlers did not desire this 
government and suggested they wait until the government 
33Freder1ck V. Holman, "A Brief History of The 
Oregon Provisional Government and What Caused Its 
Formation," Oregon Historical Quarterly, XIII, 1912, 
89-139. 
34 Ibid., p. 100. 
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of the United States should protect them. McLoughl1n 
was not in favor of this government as he knew that this 
movement was controlled by men who were openly hostile 
to his Company. These were mostly Methodist mission-
aries whom had opposed his land claim at Oregon City.35 
This effort to establish a government in the valley 
failed as most of the Americans and the French Canadians 
opposed the Methodist missionaries in their attempt, 
disliking a constitution and a government controlled by 
the Mission. 
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The Americans first attempted to form a government 
in March, 1843, at the closing of the Wolf Meeting. The 
most important action of the meeting was the last, being 
the adoption of the following resolution: 11·That a 
committee be appointed to take into consideration the 
propriety of taking measures for the civil and military 
protection of this colony. 11 36 Thus the true beginning of 
the Provisional Government of 1843 was at the Wolf Meeting, 
and not the May 2, 1843, meeting at Champoeg. The meeting 
at Champoeg merely authorized carrying the plan into 
execution. 
The intention to hold the meeting at Champoeg 
provoked active opposition by members of the Methodist 
mission, namely Jason Lee, George Abernethey, and others. 
35Ibid., pp. 101-120. 
36Ibid., p. 109. 
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Prior to the meeting_ of May 2nd, meetings were held by 
those opposing the forming of a government at Fort 
Vancouver, Oregon City, and French Prairie.37 These 
missionaries favored a provisional government and a code 
of laws at their meetings 1n February, 1841, but now these 
leaders of the Miesion Party feared that such a government 
would interfere with the power of the Mission and they 
preferred to let well enough alone. 
The meeting was held in Champoeg on May 2, 1843, 
to adopt the government. It was attended by about one 
hundred and two Americans and French Canadians, most all 
the male inhabitants of Oregon. The Wolf Meeting 
recommended that this meeting be held to determine the 
matter of the formation of a government. The vote for 
the establishment of a provisional government was fifty-
two for and . fifty against (all French Canadians).38 The 
provisional government proved to be crude and unsatis-
factory. There was no power to levy taxes, only individual 
subs'cr1ptions. There was no governor elected, but an 
executive committee of three, with power of governor. 
This government stood for law and order and the protection 
of life, liberty, and property. 
37Ib1d., p. 110. 
3 8Ib id • , p. 115 . 
A second member of the 1834 expedition was James 
O'Neal (O'Neal, not O'Neil, is the correct spelling, as 
it appears on his security bond as postmaster of O'Neal's 
Mills, Polk County, Oregon).39 He assisted in forming 
the Willamette Cattle Company in 1836, and with eleven 
men in 1837 brought six hundred and thirty cattle and 
horses from California and profited from this venture. 
O'Neal was the chairman of the preliminary meetings of 
the provisional government of March 6, 1842, and was a 
member of the legislative committee on May 2, 1843. 40 
O'Neal was elected chairman of the Wolf Meeting, for the 
protection of the cattle herds against the wild animals, 
on March 6, 1843. The true purpose was to protect the 
lives of the settlers ae well as their cattle. O'Neal 
was appointed in charge of a committee of twelve to take 
measures for the protection of the colony. This committee 
then called for the general meeting at Champoeg, May 2, 
1843, the birthplace of the provisional government.41 
O'Neal was instrumental in the formation of the 
government as he served on the legislative, ways and 
means, and judiciary committies at Champoeg. He sold 
the government three law books for ten dollars and fifty 
39Alfred L. Lomax, "Ellendale Woolen Mill, 
1865-1871, 11 Oregon Historical Quarterly, XXXI, 1930, 231. 
40ib1d. 
41Dobbe, Men of Champoeg, p. 53. 
48 
49 
cents and laid the foundation for the government of 
Oregon. O'Neal was elected justice of the peace for 
Yamhill district, and two years later was elected one of 
the three judges of Yamhill. He built the first grist 
mill in Polk County in 1845 and a store in Tampico. 
The legislature of 1853-54 appointed him one of the 
commissioners to build the Oregon-California railroad, 
though the undertaking was never fulfilled. O'Neal 
died in Polk County near Lewisville in 1874. 42 
Thomas Nuttall, a botanist and one of two 
ecientists who accompanied Wyeth on the 1834 expedition, 
explored the Oregon country and went up the Willamette 
River as far as the falls, collecting botanical specimens. 
Nuttall went with Wyeth's ship to the Sandwich Islands 
for the winter of 1834-35 and upon hie return spent the 
following spring exploring the Columbia River as far up 
as the Dalles. Nuttall collected and labeled plants and 
strange flowers in the Oregon country and went to Califor-
nia in 1836 and finally returned home to Ma3sachusetts.43 
Nuttall did not enjoy himself in society as 
he had a retiring disposition. "To me," said Mr. Nuttall, 
"hardships and privations are cheaply purchased if I may 
42Ibid., pp. 51-54. 
43Ansel F. Hemenway, "Botanists of the Oregon 
Country," Oregon Historical Quarterly, V, 1904, 210-11. 
but roam over the wild domain of Primeval Nature and 
behold, 
'Another Flora there of bolder hues, 
And richer sweets beyond our parden' s pride.' 11 44 
Nuttall had a great desire to go West and study nature 
and Wyeth's 1834 expedition was his means of transporta-
tion. Once at Fort Vancouver on the Columbia, he was 
content to roam the Oregon country and the land to the 
south in search of his plants. Nuttall contributed much 
to the early scientific investigations of the West. Elias 
Dirand, in his "Memoir of Thomas Nuttall, 0 says: "No 
other explorer of botant(sic) of North America has per-
sonally made more discoveries, no writer except perhaps 
Asa Gray had described more new genera and species. 11 45 
Another member of the 1834 expedition, Osborne 
Russell, was left in charge of Fort Hall with twelve men. 
From here he supplied the trappers and Indians with goods 
in exchange for furs until the Hudsonrs Bay Company 
forced Wyeth to abandon and sell the fort to the Company 
in 1837. Russell was associated with the various hunting 
and trapping parties in the Rocky Mountains until 1842. 
After using Fort Hall for his headquarters for eight years 
he made up his mind to " ••• go on to the mouth of the 
44 Ibid. 
45Ibid., p. 211. 
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Columbia and settle in the Willamette or Multnomah 
Valley. 11 46 He joined Dr. White's company and came to the 
falls of the Willamette River, Oregon City, in the 
Willamette valley and became a settler.47 
Russell was present when the provisional govern-
ment was formed at Champoeg in 1843. At the first annual 
election in May, 1844, he was elected a member of the 
executive committee of three with the power of governor. 
This firet year many modifications and changes were 
made in the laws. A Governor was elected in June, 1845, 
at the second annual meeting. At this firet election 
Russell ran for Governor against George Abernethey and 
two other men, but lost, receiving the second highest 
number of votes.48 Russell was supported by most of the 
American trappers and hunters, but could not contend with 
the vast number of missionaries and settlers who backed 
Abernethey. Russell then went to California for the gold 
rush in September, 1849, and returned to Polk County, 
Oregon, to become one of the organizers and original 
trustees of Pacific University at Forest Grove in 1854. 
He returned to California and remained until his death 
46nobbe, Men of Champoeg, p. 44. 
47Rockwood, "Diary. of Rev. George H. Atkinson, 
1847-1858," p. 350. 
48Dobbs, Men of Champoeg, ·pp. 45-46. 
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on August 2, 1872.49 
J. Edmunds and Charles Roe were both Americans 
who settled in the Willamette valley and appeared in the 
writings of the Methodist missionaries of that date. 
These men also belonged to Wyeth's second expedition.50 
The other scientist to make the journey to the 
Columbia in 1834 was John K. Townsend. He was a 
Philadelphia physician and ornithologist, and spent a 
great deal of his time studying the wildlife and terrain 
of the West. In Townsend's uNarrative of a Journey 
Across the Rocky Mountains," this naturalist-historian 
recorded a realistic account of the big game which he 
saw on the journey to the Columbia.51 
Thornburg was a member of the second party in 
1834 and was a farmer in the Willamette valley. His 
sojourn in the valley did not last long as he was killed 
by Thomas Hubbard in a quarrel about an Indian woman in 
1835.52 Thornburg entered Hubbard's home to claim the 
girl as he had formerly received her attentions. She was 
now Hubbard's wife, and Thornburg was shot down by _the 
waiting Hubbard with a pistol. The investigating jury 
49Ib1d., p. 47. 
50sancroft, History of Oregon, 1834-1848, p. 76. 
51Brosnan, Jason Lee, p. 64. 
52oobbs, Men of Champoeg, p. 48. 
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held an inquest bringing in the verdict of "justifiable 
homicide . 11 53 
Richard Mccrary, member of Wyeth's 1834 expedition, 
remained as a trapper among the Blackfoot Indians. On 
one trapping venture he was captured by these Indians, 
robbed of ·his furs and poesess1one, stripped naked, and 
released to wander in the hills during the winter for a 
week, before finding his way back to Fort Hall. This 
convinced Mccrary to abandon fur-hunting, take a Nez 
Perce wife, and settle on a farm about five miles below 
the mouth of the Willamette River.54 
These Americans who came with Wyeth on hie two 
expeditions and remained as permanent settlers in the 
Willamette valley opened the Oregon country to the 
missionary movement that wae to follow. A party of five 
Methodist missionariee accompanied Wyeth on his 1834 
expedition to convert the Indians of the Columbia, and 
open the country to other colonists. The five mission-
aries and their settlement in Oregon is the subject of 
the next chapter . 
. 53Ib1d. 
54Gustavas Hines, Wild Life in Oregon (New York: 
Hurst and Company, c. 1895T:"Pp:-I32-33. 
CHAPTER IV 
WYETH'S MISSIONARY PARTY 
The missionary movement into the Oregon country 
closely followed the path of the hunter, explorer, and 
trapper. On October 10, 1833, a missionary meeting wae 
held in New York to arrange to send Jaeon and Daniel Lee 
to the Flathead Indians in the Pacific North West. 
Three thousand dollars was appropriated for thie purpose 
at the meeting. 1 The men chosen to accompany Jason and 
Daniel Lee were Cyrus Shepard, thirty-five years old 
and from Lynn, Maesachusetts; Philip L. Edwards, a 
Kentuckian lately of Richmond, Missouri; and Courtney M. 
Walker of Richmond, twenty-three years old and hired 
for only one year to assist in the establishment of the 
mission upon arrival in the Flathead country.2 In the 
opinion of those familiar with the West, the missionary 
party could not transport their supplies with less than 
five men.3 
The departure of Wyeth's expedition in early 
1834 from Independence came shortly after the missionary 
1Fenton, 11 Jason Lee, 11 p. 234. 
2 Ib1d. 
3Brosnan, Jason Lee, p. 46 •. 
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meeting of October 10, 1833. Wyeth's party was the 
earliest that the Methodists could travel with to the land 
of the Flatheads, and Wyeth showed generosity by making 
his ship available for them to send their Mission 
supplies around the Horn to the Columbia River. 
These missionaries did not find their resting 
place in the country of the Nez Perce or the Flatheade 
as they had originally planned. As members of the main 
party in 1834, they were to journey into the le.nd of the 
Flatheads and begin their missionary work. After the 
building of Fort Hall the missionaries departed as 
planned, but fell in with the Wyeth party again, and 
came down to the Willamette valley. Here they found the 
settlement of the men of the Hudson's Bay Company, 
British subjects with Indian wives, and several of Wyeth's 
first expedition. Thu~, " ..• the destination of the Wyeth 
party determined also that of the Lee party. 11 4 
A survivor of the Whitman Massacre, Mrs. Nancy 
Osborne Jacobs, said that there was no American settle-
ment until the Willamette valley, although British forts 
existed, but those who occupied these forts were not in 
favor of Americans coming to this coast to spoil their 
4H. W. Scott, "Jason Lee," Oregon Historical 
Quarterly, VII, 1906, 255-56. 
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trade with the Indians.5 This American settlement at 
the Willamette valley was started by members of the first 
Wyeth expedition, and the Company realized that trade with 
the Indians for furs was almost through 1n 1834, and the 
English were looking for American settlement as a new 
means of prof1t from trade. 
The five missionaries established their settlement 
on or near French Prairie, at a place about ten miles 
north of present Salem.6 This location was in the heart 
of the Willamette valley, near the settlement of the 
Indians, French Canadians, and the few Americans. A 
description of this area from a traveler who went to 
Oregon in 1834 depicted the valley: 
"The soil of this valley is rich beyond comparison 
... Rain rarely falls, even in the winter season; but 
the dews are sufficiently heavy to compensate for its 
absence. The epidemic of the country, fever, and 
ague, is scarcely known here. In short, the 
willamet(sic) valley is a terrestial paradise, to 
which I have known some t _o exhibit so a trong an 
attachment as to declare that, notwithstanding the 
few privations which must necessarily be experienced 
by the settlers of a new country, no consideration 
could ever induce them to return to their former 
homes."7 
5united States Works Progress Administration, 
Washington State, Told~ The P1on1ers, I, (Printed under 
a project directed by the Secretary of State, E. N. 
Hutchinson, 1937), 80, 
6Hoiman, "A Brief History Of The Oregon Provisional 
Government And What Caused Its Formation," p. 94. 
7Jacobs, Winning Oregon, pp. 50-51. 
Cyrus Shepard was devoted to the missionary work 
of the Oregon Country, but did not possess the physical 
constitution necessary for its hardships. After his 
arrival in Oregon he married a. Miss Downing, who arrived 
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by sea in 1837 on the Hamilton, with the White party. 
Shepard left a wife and two children when he died in 
January, 1840.8 Shepard was never physically strong and 
fell the victim of a scrofulous infection which necessi-
tated the amputation of his leg. His wife, Susan Downing 
Shepard, two infant daughters, and people of the Willamette 
valley long remembered him as a born teacher, being the 
first to realize " ... that the best approach to the problem 
of imparting instruction to the Indians was to assist the 
native children to understand Engl1sh.n9 
Philip Edwards was a lay missionary acquired for 
the journey to the Columbia in Richmond, Missouri. Jason 
Lee referred to Edwards as a " ••. genteel, well-informed 
young man, and ..• a valuable acquisition to our com-
pany.1110 Edwards taught school in Champoeg in 1835, and 
in 1836 represented the Mission as he went to California to 
obtain cattle for the settlers in Oregon. He served as 
Bscott, "Jason Lee," p. 253. 
9srosnan, Jason Lee, pp. 81-82. 
lOibid., p. 46. 
treasurer for the cattle company. His party returned with 
twelve hundred cattle and Edwards became a wealthy man. 11 
(Other accounts say that only six hundred and thirty 
cattle were brought back to Oregon.) In March, 1837, 
he left for Missouri and went into politica.12 
Courtney M. Walker, member of the missionary 
party, was engaged for mission business agent for one 
year and never left Oregon. Jason Lee reported that 
Walker was a non-professor of religion, but" ... he is just 
such a man as we need to aesiet us, being acquainted with 
Indian life and the mode of travel we have to pursue. 1113 
Walker took an Indian wife and lived in Yamhill. He had 
one daughter, and Walker seemed to be a man of culture 
and of leisure, as he dressed very well. 14 When Wyeth 
departed from Oregon in June, 1836, he left Walker in 
charge of Fort William on Wappatoo Island. He directed 
Walker to lease it 11 ••• to some trusty person for 15 
years unless sooner reclaimed. 1115 Nothing was done with 
the island and Wyeth lost it when Oregon became a state. 
11Ibid. , p. 85. 
12scott, "Jason Lee, 11 p. 253. 
13Brosnan, Jason Lee, p. 46. 
14scott, "Jason Lee," p. 253. 
15young, Sources of Wyeth, p. 255. 
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In December, 1847, Wyeth wrote a letter to the 
Congress of the United States requesting to retain Fort 
William on Wappatoo Island. When the provisional govern-
ment of Oregon elected a Governor and a land policy was 
formed upon recommendation of the President, it benefited 
only actual settlers present in Oregon, and excluded 
Wyeth. His claim was based on the fact that he had 
spent more than twenty t~ousand dollars in five years in 
trying to establish an American settlement, resided in 
Oregon and at Fort William for the winter and summer of 
1835, and had left an agent or tenant to occupy the fort 
until after the provisional government of Oregon was 
organized.16 
Wyeth also contended in a letter (Statement of 
facts No. 1) to the Honorable J. G. Palfrey, M. C., that 
while at Fort William he grazed animals from the Sandwich 
Islands and California, planted vegetables and fruit, 
built houses and shops for working iron and wood, and 
made a "permanent location which has never been aban-
don~a.1117 Wyeth wrote to John McLaughlin requesting him 
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to enter the island in Wyeth's name at the l~nd office 
established by the provisional government, but the Congress 
of the United States and the Government of Oregon refused 
16 4 Ibid . , pp . 2 53-5 • 
17 4 Ibid., pp. 25 -55. 
his request.18 
Daniel Lee, nephew of Jason Lee, was appointed 
as a missionary to the Flatheads when ordained as a 
minister in the spring of 1834.19 He was Jason's junior 
assistant and served him devotedly in the twelve years 
that were remaining in Jason's life. Daniel labored in 
the missionary cause in Oregon until August, 1843, when 
he left for the Eastern States by sea with his sick wife, 
never to return. The ill-health of his wife required 
his departure. 20 Daniel continued his work in the East 
and kept in constant contact with his uncle, Jason. 
Daniel was made an elder of the Methodist Church in 1841 
and maintained his service to the church until his death 
in 1895. 2 1 
Jason Lee accepted the mission to the Flatheads 
at the meeting in New York in 1833. He was the leader 
of the missionaries and the lay builders, intending to 
erect his Mission in the land of the Nez Perce or the 
Flatheads. He devoted his talents to the redmen of the 
18Ibid., p. 255. 
19Brosnan, Jason Lee, p. 33. 
20scott, "Jason Lee," p. 253. 
21Brosnan, Jason Lee, p. 340. 
60 
Pacific coast in hopes that they might be saved. In 
1834 Jason crossed the mountains to the Columbia with 
Wyeth and his second expedition. On arrival in Oregon, 
the missionaries made their settlement in the Willamette 
valley, taking the advice of Wyeth and John McLaughlin. 
Lee was already thinking of the Willamette valley as he 
thought that this outpost would be the nucleus of an 
American colony. 22 Lee married Anna Maria Pittman of 
New York in Oregon on July 16, 1837, and returned to the 
East near Missouri to recruit more missionaries to the 
Columbia. While on this mission he received the news 
that his wife had died on June 26, 1838. 23 Lee beaded 
further East to Vermont and set forth to launch the 
ocean journey of the Lausanne, carrying five missionaries 
and their families. While in Vermont, Jason married 
Miss Lucy Thompson, and the party now consisted of fifty-
one members. His second wife died in Oregon in March, 
1842 . 24 Lee returned. to the East for a second time in 
May, 1844, and sickness compelled him to rest and find 
asylum among his friends and relatives until his death 
on March 12, 1845. 
22Ridge, America's Frontier Story, p. 449. 
23Brosnan, Jason Lee, p. 47. 
24 Ibid., p. 325. 
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Thus, of the first fourteen Americans that had 
settled in the Willamette valley, twelve came with Wyeth 
on his two expeditions. The other two men were William 
Cannon who ca.me with Astor in 1811 and George Ebberts 
who came ae a free trapper in 1833.2 5 In the Willamette 
valley in 1840 there were some forty-five men, three-
fourthe of them with Indian wives and half breed children, 
in possession of the more elgible sites for settlement. 
"Americans of roaming antecedents 11 26 had eettled here;,, 
remnants of the Astor and Wyeth expeditions and a few 
independent Rocky Mountain fur trappers. More men who 
came with Wyeth and his two Oregon expeditions remained 
in Oregon as permanent settlers than had previously come 
to the Columbia with all the other parties that had 
visited. 27 
Other parties followed Wyeth's expeditions to the 
Willamette valley. In 1834 Ewing Young and a small band 
of men, in 1835 a party of three from California, in 1836 
the first missionaries appointed by the American Board 
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, in 1837 a group 
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25Holman, "A Brief History Of The Oregon Provisional 
Government And What Caused Its Formation," p. 94. 
26F. G. Young, "Financial History of 
Oregon Historical Quarterl~, VII, 1906, 364. 
"History of Oregon" says 1 40 and Bancroft's 




27snowden, History of Washington, p. 22. 
of ten or so Methodist missionaries, in 1838 the first 
Catholic missionaries, and in 1839-40 several free 
trappers. 28 
It is difficult for one to agree with the 
statement that 
HThe missionaries who crossed the plains and 
mountains to reach this country, were indeed the 
earliest of the pioneers. They were messengers of 
civilization, who spied out the land and opened 
highways for future immigrants, and give to the 
people of the Eastern States accurate information 
as to the agricultural value of the country; ... ~29 
As was previously stated, the five missionaries that 
traveled with Wyeth's party would never have realized 
their goal of the Columbia without the help of Wyeth and 
his men, nor would they have established their settlement 
in the Willamette valley if they had not followed Wyeth's 
lead and advice. One can truthfully say that the mission-
ary movement to the West was originally roused by 
Nathaniel Wyeth as he shipped their belongings to Oregon 
on board his ship free of charge. Jason Lee a.nd his men 
came close to being left behind as Wyeth had to wait for 
them in Independence to begin the expedition. Wyeth 
wrote in a letter that "There are none of the Dignitaries 
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28Holman, "A Brief History Of The Oregon Provisional 
Government And What Caused Its Formation, 11 pp. 94-96. 
29Boise, "Jason Lee," p. 268. 
with me as yet and if they 'preach' much longer in the 
States they will loose(sic} their passage for I will not 
wait a minute for them. 11 30 
Wide-spread curiousity was aroused in the East 
by the two ventures of Wyeth.31 It is the belief of 
this writer that the missionary era developed out of 
Wyeth's 111-fated attempts at competition with the 
Hudson's Bay Company and followed the end of the fur 
trading companies era in the Oregon country. 
30young, Sources of Wyeth, p. 130. 
31Jacobe, Winning Oregon, p. 23. 
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EPILOGUE 
Nathaniel Wyeth's enterprise, though failing in 
its primary objects, was of great service to both the 
United States and. to Oregon for introducing the first 
American settlers into Oregon, in as~ieting the first 
American missionaries across the Rocky Mountains, and 
in opening the way for future emigrations to the fertile 
plains of the Oregon country. 
Wyeth's primary motive in colonizing the Oregon 
country was to make a fortune. His Oregon experiences 
cost him twenty thousand dollars and five years of his 
life. This writer believes that there are several 
reasons why Wyeth's two expeditions failed. First, few 
Americans who engaged in fur-trapping beyond the Rocky 
Mountains succeeded in making money, mainly due to their 
inexperience; secondly, the Hudson's Bay Company had a 
firm hold on the Indians and. a highly organized business 
with a keen sense of competition; and thirdly, the 
United States Government did not support Wyeth or supply 
him with aid to build American forts in the Oregon 
country. In looking at the dangers and trials to which 
Wyeth found in his path, it must be admitted that he 
exhibited rare traits of courage and perseverance, allied 
with the natural capacity of a leader. 
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Wyeth continued to stimulate the imagination of 
the American people as when he reported to the 27th 
Congress of the United States that in. 
ft' ••• a few years (the Hudson's Bay Company) will 
make the country west of the mountains as completely 
English as they can desire. Already the Americans 
are unknown as a na~1on; and as 1ndividuals, -their 
power is despised by the n~tives of the land. A 
population is growing out of the occupancy of the 
country, whose prejudices are not with us; and before 
many years, they will decide to whom the country will 
belong, unless, in the mean time, the American 
government make their power felt and seen t.1 a greater degree than had yet been the case. '1 
Wyeth was motivated by the acquisition of the 
Oregon territory in June, 1846, and sent a claim to 
Congress in December, 1847, for land and land titles 
in Oregon. He wrote that he was the first successful 
colonizer of Oregon and maintained that he had 11 estab-
lished the nucleus of the present American settlements 
in these regions. 112 The government ruled that land claims 
were only for actual settlers and not for Americans who 
had previously occupied land, whether or not agents 
continued to control their interests, and his land claim 
for Wappatoo Island was refused. 
In November, 1850, Wyeth became involved in 
John McLaughlin's property claim at the falls of the 
1Jacobs, Winning Oregon, pp. 108-09. 
2Young, Sources of Wyeth, p. 253. 
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Willamette River at Oregon City. S. R. -Thurston, Oregon's 
Territorial Delegate to Congress, wrote to Wyeth and 
characterized McLaughlin as " ... rendering his name odious 
among the people of Oregon, by his endeavors to prevent 
the settlement of the country, and to cripple its 
growth •... " and wanted Wyeth's opinion. Wyeth paid 
tribute to the generosi~y and kindness of McLoughlin, in 
relation to his own men and to the Methodist missionaries. 
In a letter to Thurston he stated 11 I sincerely regret that 
the gentleman, as you state, has become odious to his 
neighbors in his old age." Wyeth then wrote to Senator 
R. C. Winthrop and asked him to make sure that his letter 
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to Thurston would be used in McLoughlin's claim in Congress, 
saying that " ... I have no confidence that my testimony 
(on McLoughlin's character) will be presented before any 
committee •. } 13 
Winthrop returned Wyeth's letter and reported 
that he had asked Thurston if his letter concerning 
McLoughlin's character had been shown to Congress, but 
Thurston would tell Winthrop .nothing. Wyeth sent all 
of this correspondence to McLoughlin, saying: 
3 11 oocuments," Oregon Historical Quarterly, I, 
1900, 106-07. 
-1,Should you wish such services as I can render 
in this part of the United States, I shall be pleased 
to give them in return for the many good things you 
did years since, and if my testimony as regards your · 
efficient and friendly actions towards me and the 
other earliest Americans who settled in Oregon, will 
be of use in placing you before the Oregon people 
in the dignified position of a benefactor, it will 
be cheaply renderea."'4 
McLoughlin claimed that he was invited to become 
an American citizen of the Oregon territory, and did so 
in good faith, and thus was due his land claim. 
McLoughlin thought a Judge Bryant, Thurston, and Aber-
nethey were trying to get Congress to depart from its 
usual course in land claims, and donate the land to 
Abernethey, Bryant, and their heirs. McLoughlin' s attempt 
to regain his land. failed, as did Wyeth's, and McLoughlin 
wrote to Wyeth explaining: 
_ "If the whole country had been my own private 
property, I could not have exerted myself more 
strenuously than I did to induce civilization, and 
promote its settlement.""5 
When Wyeth returned to the East from hie 1834 
expedition he proceed.ed to pay back all of the debts 
that he had occurred in his two trips to Oregon. He 
entered the ice business in Cambridge with Frederick 
Tudor and built a flourishing trade in the United States. 
Wyeth was a hard, energetic worker and made many dis-
coveries and inventions for the ice business. Four 
4rb id. , p. 108. 
5Ib1d., pp. 108-09. 
68 
years after reentering the ice traffic Tudor made Wyeth 
head of the concern. Wyeth acquired a modest fortune 
and died at Cambridge on August 31, 1856, on the family 
estate which had been his life-long home.6 
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